
The Life of Joseph 

An Introduction 
 

In a year and a half we have yet to really study anything from the OT 

The OT is where are roots come from 

The OT is an amazing display of God’s love, pursuit and power 

And mans feeble attempts most often to walk with Him 

But there is occasionally someone who comes along that stands above the rest 

Not someone who is perfect, but really quite the opposite 

Someone who in all their frailty, in all there hard knocks 

That commits to walk before God in an honorable way 

 

Joseph, in the book of Genesis is one of those someone’s 

His character is incredible, but he is still very much attainable 

And His life is a little unlike anyone else in scripture 

He is different in several ways: 

1) really never see the behind the scenes look at his relationship with God, but you do see it painted across his life and 

the way he reacts to difficult situations – you almost have to see how he acts to see what his trust in the Father is 

really like, in all his ways he acknowledges Him 

2) you never really see this man sin – you see naivete to be sure, but wow what a life he leads 

3) he breaks all our rules as to what really should make a man of God a man of God 

 

Joseph, like many of you, was one of those guys in a large family that sticks out from the rest 

One of those guys you say, how did you come out of that family? 

Linda and her family (sister, bothers, grandmother, divorces, etc.) 

 

Will be looking at this story over next 3 months 

In this story we will be able to address many facets of our lives 

Many things that I have wanted to speak about concerning where God’s heart is at but have not found a direct avenue 

through scripture 

But they all seem to come together in this story 

 

Some of the topics we will cover: 

 

• overcoming a dysfunctional family background 

• living pure – primarily as a man of God 

• dealing w/ loneliness and rejection – the sense of being forgotten by God 

• handling success 

• the what not to dos of parenting – really perhaps the two greatest mistakes you can make as a parent 

• moving from bitterness to forgiveness 

• seeing God in the deserts of your life 

 

Breakdown of the Story: 

 

a) Birth to 17 years – Genesis 30:24-37:2 

Forging of a man 

b) 17 to 30 years – Genesis 37:2-41:46 

Repeating hurt of the desert experience 

c) 30 Years to Death – Genesis 41:46-50:26 

Living free under forgiveness & prosperity 

 

This morning what I really want to do is provide some background to this young man 

To hopefully place you into the story, so that you feel a connection to where he is at 

 

It has been said that life is painted in broad brush strokes – big events that explain season of time 

If you think of your life for a moment, especially before age of 17-18, think of big ticket items 



Some nice memories, others incredibly painful, dark, lonely, even grievous 

 

Share some of those memories real quickly in quick statements (good and bad) 

 

It is those times that stick out 

And it is those times that I want to lift out this morning, not just to see, but to understand how significant they would 

become to Joseph in the rest of his life 

In fact, I believe, if it weren’t for these times, Joseph would not have been half the man we will read about over the next 

few months 

 

So what did Joseph over come? 

What did he go through in the early stages of his life that God used to make him who he was? 

 

Let’s trace his life up till now 

 

Background on stealing birth right 

Story of 20 years w/ Laban (Rachel and Leah) 

Here that Joseph was born 

After several years growing up, flocks growing, sneaks away to Canaan 

Read Genesis 31:17-19, 29-36 

Jacob and Laban make peace 

Then Esau comes back in the picture 

Joseph is a little boy, but old enough to be aware of what is going on 

Read Genesis 32:6-7, 13-23, 33:1-4 

Go to City of Shechem 

Dinah is raped by Prince Shechem, King offers anything for marriage, sons trick them 

Read Genesis 34:24-31 

Picked up and went to Bethel 

Jacob had a real conversion experience and Joseph was aware of this 

Read Genesis 35:2-4, 8, 16-20 

Read Genesis 35:22, 29 

Read Genesis 37:1-2 

 

There is a lot here 

How would you mark Joseph’s first 17 years? 

What marked his first 17 years? 

 

Dysfunctional Family 
 

A) Father Jacob 

Names means literally = the “deceiver” 

When God changed his name to Isreal = “God Strives” 

B) Mother lacked character – worshiped idols, deceived 

C) Rape of Dinah by Shechem 

D) Reuben 

E) Brothers 

F) Polygamy 

 

Tragic Losses  
 

A) Death of Deborah the nurse 

B) Death of his mother Rachel 

C) Burying his grandfather Isaac 

Watching parents lose all 4 parents plus best friend – knew when Dad entered bedroom 

 

Frightening Memories 

 



A) Running from Laban – can you imagine being 4 or 5 and being thrown on a camel 

Seeing everyones faces as they run in fear 

Wondering if you will be OK 

Then seeing Laban and his men as they catch up? 

B) Meeting w/ Esau 

Can you imagine 400 men coming after your family? 

Seeing again sheer fear in everyones eyes, your Dads eyes 

Then you get sent out in one of the waves, in front of your father? 

C) His Dad mamed by an angel of God 

Read Genesis 32:23-31 

D) Running from town of Shechem 

E) Sight of his father burying idols and coming to God 

 

Let me close with a main point or theme that runs throughout Joseph’s life 

And runs through ours as well since we serve the exact same God 

 

God will do MORE than OVERCOME your past 

 

I know it’s cheating to read the end of the story, but I think it is important in this case 

God provided us the full spectrum, let’s take advantage of it 

Read Genesis 50:15-20 (2
nd

 in command over Egypt) 

 

Isn’t that absolutely incredible?!!! 

God didn’t just assist Joseph 

He didn’t just get him through it 

He didn’t just get him past it 

He elevated him, He healed him, He lifted him securely on high 

 

The Lord will set me securely on high 

Read Jer. 29:10-11 

 

God used these individual ugly threads in Joseph’s life to weave an amazing tapistry 

These things shaped Joseph into the man he would ultimately become 

They were like a tapestry of not so beautiful threads that God wove together to make something amazing that others 

would look at in wonder 

 

Psalm 37 

 

And there is a real process that we can see that God provides us for healing through hurt, through dysfunctional family 

issues, through impressions of pain from our past 

 

1. Creates recognition – Joseph in the pit 

2. Creates separation – Joseph in Egypt 
Read Math. 10:34-36, Micah 7 

Must go through a process of separating to see things clearly 

And I can tell you from personal experience this will not be welcomed by your family 

Can not work out easily what you are stil in 

Must step outside to see it and yourself more clearly 

3. Creates down time for healing – Joseph in jails 

4. Creates an awakened walk – process of Joseph’s family being summoned back 

Joseph doesn’t get naïve about the situation or his family 

Never shuts off his mind by being overcome with family rules or his emotions 

Always needs to be consciously aware of his family’s character 

 

What are you doing also for your spouse, friend? Are you helping them break their family rules? 

Are you helping create separation when it is needed? 

 


